
Addressing Opportunities to 
J:mprove Maternal safety during 

childbirth 

According to the World Health Organization, globally 

m e than half a million women die each year dur" 

pregnancy, childbirth, or during the postpart 

• period 
. 
[ 99% of women in developing countries 

The leading cause of 
maternal mortality is 
hemorrhage, severe 
blood loss usually 

occurring immediately 
after delivery. 

Despite the United States spending the 
most money on continued advancements in 
health care, it has higher maternal mortality 
rates than many otfier developed country • 

• 





• 
Postpartum bleeding is unpredictable and delays in recognition contribute to a majority of deaths 

• 
0 

Maternal confusion, 
agitation, or 
unresponsiveness; 
diagnosis of 
preeclampsia 
reporting a headache 
or shortness of 
breath 

Systolic BP (mm Hg) 
<90 or >160 

Diastolic BP (mm Hg) 
<100 

Heart rate (beats per 

min)< 50 or >120 

0 
Respiratory rate 

(breaths per min) <10 

or >30 

• 

Oxygen saturation on 

room air; at sea level, 

%<95 

• 



Get involved by donating 
blood at your local blood 
donor facility and helping 
raise awareness for the 
need for lifesaving blood 
donations 
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