Rooting Students in their Botanical History – Learning about Botany and the Importance of Herbaria
Handout 4.2 - Viewing Data in Field Notebooks
The Biodiversity Heritage Library is a rich resource of biological literature covering everything from the history of cats to archived plant nursery catalogs. Also housed in the BHL collections are the fully digitized field notebooks of Timothy Plowman, who was the botany curator at the Field Museum of Natural History and an ethnobotanist that explored some of the most remote areas of the Amazon rainforest.
By examining his field notebooks, we can learn more about how scientists record data while in the field and the value these notes have as historical records. 
Go to this website: www.biodiversitylibrary.org
This is the Biodiversity Heritage Library. A search in the BHL catalog for “Timothy Plowman botanical notebook” will yield results containing the digitized copies of all of his field notes. Below are some notebooks and specimen collection numbers that you may wish to use:
Numbers 6897-7360 (1977-78):  6897, 6901, 6909, 6912, 7252
Numbers 8600-9294 (1980): 8601, 8603, 8604, 8605, 8606, 8607, 8613, 8616, 8617, 8618, 8619, 8621, 8628, 8629, 8634
Numbers 12030-12689 (1982): 12044, 12064, 12082, 12086, 12088, 12094
NOTE: If you wish to choose another specimen, you must make sure the specimen can be found in https://collections-botany.fieldmuseum.org/list. Type “T. Plowman” in the search bar, then type the collection number under “Advanced Search” to check if the specimen is there.
1. In what year, or range of years was this field notebook written? __________________________
2. What collection numbers are included in this book? This may be written as a number range on the cover. _______________________________________________________
3. What do these numbers refer to?  _____________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________
4. In what country, or countries, are the field notes from? __________________________________
5. Select one of the specimens from the notebook (use the numbers listed above):


___________     ___________________      _______________________________________________
Page # in Text	    Collection #					Plant species 




6. What does the entry say? Copy the text to the best of your ability below. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Does this field notebook contain any other information in addition to specimen entries e.g., habitats, pollinators, associated scientists, institutions, etc.?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Are there any additional notes you see that are insightful, or even humorous?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

